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Townshend Landmark; Where is it now?

World War One
The United States entered World War I in April 1917. In all, 
about 4.7 million Americans were in the military when the 
war ended in November 1918. Vermont sent 16,000 men and 
women into service.
We know of thirty men from Townshend who served in the 
Army and Navy. Five were killed in action or died in the 
service, most of them in the Spanish influenza epidemic that 
devastated the Army in 1918. Two Townshend soldiers were 
wounded but survived.
Of the Townshend men who went to World War I, 
we have the following particulars:
Hugh C. T. Adams died in France, October 1918. 
He is buried in Townshend.
George Brown died in France, March 1919. He is buried in 
France.
Lee Burrington (West Townshend) died in France.
Amos Fyfe was wounded September 1918. 
His unit was Co. I, 103rd Infantry Regiment.
Raymond Wright died in France.
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School Days at District #1 School 
West Townshend.

Memories from Charles Gray Atwood, Part V

Our school-house here was a square, one-room build-
ing, on a high hill.  All grades in the same room.  
Seats were on two sides - high graders on the top row, 
and-so-on down to the A.B.C.’s, on very little seats in 
front of the teacher. The room was warmed by a big 
stove on a brick platform, right in the middle of the 
room. It kept the place red-hot, especially for the poor 
little folks who had front seats.

We usually had good teachers. Women in summer. 
Men in winter.  Therewere no vacations in those days. 
The teachers boarded around two weeks with each 
family. I bet they had a hard time in some places. 
They often had to walk long miles to get to school, if 
the house was out on a farm.

I remember one farmer’s boy who lived over the 
river. It must have been two miles from school. He 
was always late. It kept him thinking to make up new 
excuses. Teacher told him, “Next time late means a 
licking.” The next day he walked in half an hour late. 
Teacher took him by the ear; “Just why are you late 
this time?” he asked. The boy blurted out, “Wall, gosh 
darn it all, the meat wouldn’t fry!” which made the 
whole school laugh, even the teacher, so there was no 
licking that time.

The big boys studying Grammar sat at the teacher’s 
desk to recite and parse.
I well remember listening to them.  It was the only 
way I learned Grammar, for I didn’t stay in school 
long enough to get to it myself. They would say, quot-
ing from Pope like this, “Awake Saint John, and leave 
all meaner things to low ambition and the pride of 
Kings.” Then they began parsing it. So, I learned a 

District #1 School House, West Townshshend 

lot of poetry along with the Grammar; poetry I have 
never forgotten.

At noon-time the boys and girls from the farms 
brought their dinners, and had a regular picnic.  I 
always envied them; they seemed to have such grand 
food - big red apples, and big hunks of pie. One big 
fellow was a particular friend of mine. His name was 
Taft, a relative of the man who became our President. 
He most always brought me the biggest apple he 
could find, and I helped him with his lessons.

After a while I got so “grown-up” that I used to be ex-
cused from school early to go home and hitch up the 
two-horse team on our big sled: drive up in style to 
the school, get a load of the boys and girls and drive 
them to their homes. There was much screaming and 
laughing and falling off! This naturally made me quite 
popular with the girls. Some of the boys got jealous. 
I licked two of them to keep them quiet. The girls 
thought this was great. It got quite embarrassing.

The above selection was excerpted from “A Bit of 
Family History: Memories by Charles Gray Atwood,” 
from Joyce Coil.
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Herrick Family

Recent Important Acquisitions               
   
In 2013 descendants of six local families offered 
their family records to Townshend Historical Soci-
ety for preservation.  The Fleming, Lyman,
Holden, Herrick, Henderson and Gale families 
passed into the care of THS documents and 
photos for scanning into our data base. These
original materials will either be returned to the 
family or housed permanently in the society’s files 
to become a wonderful resource for research.

 Harold Henderson Violin Maker

 Fleming House

 Ray E. Lyman



 

Over the past one hundred years engineers constructed bridges over the dozens of rivers and streams in the county of Windham.   
The Crowell Gallery in the Moore Free Library in Newfane has on display over twenty large-format photographs of several of these 
bridges.  Photographers in the exhibition include William Dixon, Vance Bell, Gary King, Donald Miller, Tom Singleton, Paul Miller, 
and Roger Turner.
The exhibit, organized by William Dixon of Brattleboro, focuses in part on the keystone arch bridges designed and built by James 
Follett between 1894 and 1910.  Along with Follett’s work there are several examples of covered, steel truss, and concrete bridges 
that span the waterways of Windham County.  
The exhibit opens on November 2nd and will remain in the Gallery until the end of November.  For further information on the 
Moore Free Library visit their website http://moorefreelibrary.wordpress.com/ or phone 802.365.7948.
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